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Ginsberg, left, pose for a photograph after a meeting with special counsel prosecutors at the Maxwell United States Courthouse in New York, Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2018, where they discussed a potential deal to resolve their legal dispute with President Donald Trump. (Jane Rosenberg via AP) Karen McDougal,
center right, and her lawyer, William Ginsberg, left, pose for a photograph after a meeting with special counsel prosecutors at the Maxwell United States Courthouse in New York, Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2018, where they discussed a potential deal to resolve their legal dispute with President Donald Trump. (Jane
Rosenberg via AP) WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump’s former longtime personal attorney and “fixer” Michael Cohen appeared in federal court Wednesday to plead guilty in a case unrelated to his work for the president. Cohen, 52, pleaded guilty to one count of campaign finance violations,
having failed to report the president’s efforts to secure a deal with a magazine publisher to buy the rights to McDougal’s story prior to the 2016 presidential election. ADVERTISEMENT As part of his plea agreement, Cohen admitted making two illegal campaign donations, $130,000 to an adult-film star and
actress and $150,000 to the publisher of the National Enquirer. It was the first time a person affiliated with Trump had admitted making payments to influence the 2016 presidential election, and Cohen had already pleaded guilty to violating campaign finance laws in other legal cases. Cohen, who once said
he would “take a bullet” for Trump, said he made the payments in the mid-2000s to buy the silence of women who claimed to have had affairs with Trump. Cohen called the payments “facially illegal” and said he “acted in coordination and at the direction of” Trump. He declined to answer questions from
special counsel Robert Mueller’s investigators, citing his Fifth Amendment right against self-incrimination, and told the judge he had no additional information to
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